
 

 

 

Actions Speak Louder Than Words: Social Responsibility Is More Than Just a Vanity 

Project 

 

Social Responsibility is a driver for business development and a duty that every business 

needs to perform. Actions speak louder than words and the ability of implementation and 

execution is needed for companies to win public trust. Therefore, in the future, businesses 

will be subject to more monitoring and scrutiny of the whole society and multiple 

stakeholders. It is what corporations do, rather than say, that the public cares about. 

 

“Responsibility comes from the heart.” It is hard to measure the direct value of responsible 

actions in terms of money. Facts prove that businesses will receive tangible and intangible 

benefits, creating both market value and social value when they actively discharge their 

social responsibilities and work hard for the country’s development, social progress, and 

people’s wellbeing. 

 

Being responsible is not just an important merit in an individual, but is also essential for a 

nation to thrive. China as a great nation rising in the world, therefore, has a commensurate 

need for responsible multinationals and international entrepreneurs. Instead of adopting a 

short-sighted approach that pursues only profits, multinational companies should focus on 

creating long-term social values for people at home and abroad to become long-lasting 

businesses that are supported, respected, and trusted by people. Similarly, international 

entrepreneurs who lead these businesses should care for the people, have a strong sense of 

social responsibility, and a global perspective. With knowledge in international rules, these 

business leaders can speak up on behalf of Chinese companies on the international stage with 

more active participation in setting international rules in related industries for a more 

harmonious and prosperous China and for the sustainable development of the world. 

 

However, the reality is grim as only a few entrepreneurs can meet such a standard. For 

thousands of years, China has always placed great emphasis on talents. In particular, since the 

beginning of reform and opening up, the country has stressed the importance of bringing in 

professionals in the field of natural science and has invested heavily in R&D and innovation. 

Nonetheless, in the area of social science, China has not done enough, especially in attracting 



 

people who are familiar with the international market and rules. In fact, social science is just 

as essential as production technologies in promoting social progress and soft power of a 

country on the world stage. What is critical in business management is not just the invention 

of production technologies, but also the understanding of policies, industries, culture, 

customs and people in different countries and regions and the knowledge and skills of 

effective communication between different people and between various regions. 

 

In recent years, with the rise of China and more successful Chinese enterprises, Chinese 

businesses have been heavily engaged in pursuing more cooperation with the global business 

community and the Chinese government has attached great importance to corporate social 

responsibility, especially thanks to the outcome of the United Nations reform, i.e. the launch 

of Global Compact as an international platform. More and more business leaders from China 

are stepping onto the international stage, actively contributing their ideas and winning more 

attention and respect step by step. 

 

Chinese businesses are making rapid progress in social responsibility, with active 

participation in not only various functions of the Global Compact, but also in conducting 

research and discussions about social responsibility in an effort to bring about a larger 

presence of Global Compact in China. These moves show that Chinese businesses have 

woken to the importance of social responsibility. Therefore, there will be more socially 

responsible pioneers and role models in the future, benefiting people in China and around the 

world. 

 

   

 


